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held by the Chief Magistrate, " The Government will have to line the
roads of the Colony with gaols for the accommodation of the defaulters/5

Indian Opinion, 25-11-1905

159.   MR. HARRY SMITH AND INDIANS   .
We published last week a letter from the Immigration Restriction
Officer in reply to our editorial note1 on the alleged ill-treatment of Indian
passengers on board the Somali.
We are thankful to Mr. Smith for having given a prompt reply,
but we must confess that it is disappointing. Evidently, the facts stated
by our correspondent, and supported by another correspondent, are,
in the main, true., Mr, Smith has divided our correspondent's com-
plaints under six heads, three of which relate to arrangements on board
the steamer, for which Mr. Smith refuses to accept any responsibility
whatsoever, saying that it is the shipping company that is responsible
as carriers. Technically, Mr. Smith is, no doubt, right, but as the Princi-
pal Officer responsible for the proper conduct of all who are affected
by the Immigration Restriction Act, we venture to think that it is not
possible for him thus to slur over what are, undoubtedly, hardships arising
out of the enforcement of the Act. Indeed, if the argument advanced
by Mr. Smith were to hold good, he might disclaim liability with refer-
ence to treatment under the other heads also, for he is certainly not
required, according to the letter of the law, to see that the passengers,
who may be cooped up by the steamship company in the hold, get
proper food or are allowed to communicate with those on shore, because
communications with the ship will be controlled by the shipowners; but,
Mr. Smith has not seen fit to take up such an untenable position. The
complaint has to be taken as a whole and treated as such, and, again
it has to be treated, not in a cold-blooded manner, but in the humane,
sympathetic spirit which we have almost invariably found in Mr. Smith.
The letter, therefore, has come to us as a shock. We miss therein the
humanity of the man, and find the cold-bloodedness of a calculating head of
a department, which is not to be ruffled by any amount of human suffer-
ing. Law or no law, we claim from an official of Mr. Harry Smith's -tem-
perament a large measure of liberal treatment. Assuming, then, that the
truth of the complaint is borne out, is it not possible for the Immigration
Department to come to an understanding with the shipping companies
(and such things have been done before now, in spite of their being
unnecessary, according to the strict letter of law), whereby the inconven-
ience can be mitigated, if not entirely removed? After all, the passengers
placed in the hold were mere suspects, many of them probably had the
right to land in the Colony. Many of them had the right to receive a
1 Vide "Immigration Act of Natal", p. 130.